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PLAN COS CO-CREATOR MEETING NOTES 
With an open invitation to residents of Cordera, North Fork, and The Farm 

Wednesday, June 21st, 2017 
5:30 PM – 7:00 PM 

Cordera Community Center 
11894 Grand Lawn Circle 

 
*The following notes are compilations of the collaborative discussion from a focus group of 15 citizens 
who brainstormed Big Ideas for each of the Plan’s Vision Themes.   
 

1. Thriving Economy 
a. Entrepreneurial increase. Young builders and thinkers to stay down here instead of 

Denver 
i. Second stage life people who are rebuilding, beginning of a new venture 

ii. Focus on companies that have higher paying wages, other than military and tech 
1. Way to attract those business is to have a community that attract the 

kind of employees that would work there (talked about importance and 
role of higher-paying jobs) 

a. Much more affordable housing here 
b. Thriving economy requires and attractive community 

 
2. Unique Urban Places 

a. Identify potential unique urban places throughout the city 
i. Architecturally unique, famous architect, places with outdoor activities such as 

farmer’s markets etc. 
b. Are there unique urban places in this community? 

i. No 
ii. Expanded the Briargate shops to more than just shopping 

iii. Summer concerts, things that you want to be a part of your community 
c. Re-investing, re-modeling, under-utilized office spaces to make a more community 

centered space 
i. To eat, hang out, etc.  

d. The Monument Valley Creek, that CC backs up to, repurpose to a river walk/creek, 
residential, shops etc. 

e. Match the architecture to the area (yes, maybe you can have a fast food restaurant in 
neighborhoods like ours, but need to design it to fit in) 

f. Re-invest in some of the “uglier” areas 
 

3. Strong Connections 
a. Connect the open spaces and parks to be able to bike and walk to nearby parks in a safe 

way, to be able to take families to bike or walk to them.  Briargate area has some of the 
best open spaces and parks in the city, but they are not well-connected. 

i. John Venezia Park , Rampart Park, Cottonwood Park 
ii. Sidewalks 

iii. Parks underutilized and less active as a whole compared to the rest of Colorado 
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b. Notification or map that they could look on the website, could tell you which 
neighborhood and the nonprofits or community organizations in those spaces 

c. Have a large lake 
d. Best outdoor parks and hikes and biking areas are on the West side 
e. Sidewalks need to be wider, wheelchair, strollers, etc. 
f. Universal Wi-Fi in parts of the city, way to bring creative class 

 
4. Vibrant Neighborhoods 

a. Encourage builders to build different levels of neighborhoods 
i. More affordable “basic” housing options without all the amenities like granite in 

the kitchens 
ii. Some discussion of  more basic options being available far away only, in places 

like the Fountain Valley. 
b. Local shops that have a smaller, more community feel 

i. Although participants recognized the market challenges for some of these 
c. Housing and transportation, although we have more affordable housing, it’s not the 

same definition for folks experiencing poverty 
i. Lowest amount per capita of affordable housing 

d. More intentional with mixed use zoning 
e. Encourage businesses to match the architecture of the area 
f. More 55+ housing  options in neighborhoods 
g. Homelessness is major concern and a discouragement for use of some parks, 

neighborhoods and areas by all residents.  
 

5. Renowned Culture 
a. Why Olympic City USA? 

i. General population doesn’t understand what that means 
b. More museums and more art 

i. More art where people are living rather than just downtown 
ii. 1% for the Arts 

c. Bring aspects of Downtown and Old Colorado City to other areas of town. 
d. Better neighborhoods, own culture in each neighborhood how to bring that elsewhere 

in the suburbs 
e. Murals on the side of the buildings 

i. Less vandalism and crime rates 
f. Larger Entertainment venues 

i. Larger concerts and events here 
ii. Redrocks 

iii. Existing cultural venues in the City may not be as well known, i.e., the Rawkus  
iv. Cool downtown, why isn’t it  utilized more 

1. Discussion of negative impacts of transients and homeless there 
 

g. Connect the hospitality industry to the entertainment industry and arts 
i. Connect AirBNB’s and hotels to the fine arts center or hiking 

ii. General exposure of things to do that people just don’t know 
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6. Majestic Landscapes 
a. Zoning that protects the landscapes 
b. Alternative Modes of transportation to access iconic sites 

i. Trails 
ii. Bike Lanes that connect to each other 

1. Downtown and Pikes Peak Greenway 
c. Allowing downtown to build upwards,  but restrict the rest of the city 
d. Parks are too clustered on the west side of the City 
e. Redrocks, no connectivity to Midland trail or West Side or Old Colorado City 
f. Bike connections to places like Black Forest 
g. Regional Planning 

 


