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COLORADO SPRINGS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING #6 

12 May 2017, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Suite 102, City Administration Building 
 
Attendees: 
Steering Committee 
Merv Bennett, Chair 
Jill Gaebler, Vice Chair 
Rachel Beck 
Susan Davies 
Kent Fortune 
Josh Green 
Maureen Juran  
Hannah Parsons 
Eric Phillips 
Jim Raughton 
Tim Seibert 
Robert Shonkwiler 
Doug Stimple 

Co-Creators 
Aubrey Day 
Jeffrey Markewich, Planning Commission 
Carl Smith, Planning Commission 

City of Colorado Springs 
Peter Wysocki, Community Planning & Development 
Director  
Carl Schueler, Comprehensive Planning Manager 
Conrad Olmedo, Comprehensive Planning 
Page Saulsbury, Comprehensive Planning  
Heather Stettler, Comprehensive Planning 
Krithika Prashant, City Communications 
Jay Anderson, Civic Engagement Specialist, Office of 
the Mayor 

Consultant Team 
Bruce Meighen, Logan Simpson 
Megan Moore, Logan Simpson 
 
 
 
 

 
Meeting Summary: 

Please refer to the attached PowerPoint handout for additional information. 

I. Introductions/Opening Remarks  
Peter Wysocki opened the meeting, and noted that while the PlanCOS team is on track 
on both schedule and budget, there has been some comment regarding the length of 
the project, and possibilities to speed up the process. The team has organized the 
structure of this meeting around looking at opportunities that would become the basis 
for policy guidance, and has been working to restructure the scope and schedule to 
reflect modifications.    

SC members were also offered the chance to sing up for additional one-on-one 
meetings to discuss additional process enhancements, or just follow up on the earlier 
stakeholder interviews that had been held late last summer. 

Peter also noted that we are about halfway through the process, and still anticipate 
completion in Winter 2017/2018. 

Bruce Meighen briefly highlighted some of the increasing numbers from the outreach 
campaign, both in-person and online, and noted that other plans at the national level 
are not even approaching this level of outreach and involvement.  

II. Outreach Summary To-Date  
Carl summarized some of the events and outreach that has occurred since the last 
meeting. The following storyboard imagery was presented in an abbreviated fashion in 
the interest of time: 
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https://coloradosprings.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=d61bb55fc
8674fe2baab01535fc0f7df. 

III. Vision Theme Prioritization Exercise  
Peter introduced the Vision Theme Prioritization and overall SpeakUp survey #2 
exercise to the group. Each SC member was given a handout of the SpeakUp Survey 
and was asked to rank them in order of priority. SC members then completed the 
remainder of the Survey by noting which of the listed opportunities were most 
important, or adding additional. 

Results were collected and tallied during the meeting. Overall, SC responses indicated 
a value for all six vision themes, in the following order: 1) Thriving Economy; 2) Unique 
Urban Places; 3) Strong Connections; 4) Vibrant Neighborhoods; 5) Renowned Culture; 
and 6) Majestic Landscapes. Please refer to the attached .pdf file for the full results of 
the exercise. 

IV. Citizen Engagement and SpeakUp Survey #2 Feedback: Preliminary Results  
Megan briefly reviewed top feedback and results from community events and the 
SpeakUp Survey #2. Please refer to attached .pdf file of the presentation for additional 
detail and key findings. 

V. Big Ideas Exercise  
Peter and Bruce gave a quick overview of the anticipated plan attributes and structure 
and recapped the plan goals and successes as identified early on in the process. As 
small groups, the SC was asked to identify those key big ideas and opportunities that 
could/ should be incorporated as policy guidance. SC were given two handouts to 
utilize in their discussions:   

a. Citizen Engagement and SpeakUp Survey #2 Feedback organized by Vision 
Theme and including additional suggestions/ comments submitted (attached) 

b. Sample Big Ideas pulled from feedback from stakeholder interviews, initial 
community outreach, and supplemented by outreach in the prior packet 
(attached) 

SC members were asked to record their discussions, and identify and write the top 2 – 
4 big ideas on the worksheets provided. 

VI. Report Back 
a. Group A: Rachel Beck, Jill Gaebler, Maureen Juran, Tim Seibert, Robert 

Shonkwiler, Aubrey Day 
i. Prioritized big ideas: 

1. Majestic Landscapes: 
a. Increase connectivity between open spaces and urban 

spaces, including trail system improvements, and 
combining stormwater improvements to enhance 
recreational opportunities. 

b. Identify and retain sensible view limits. 
2. Renowned Culture: none identified 
3. Vibrant Neighborhoods: 

a. Initiate a Neighborhood Services Support for the City. 



 
 

Page 3 of 4 

 

b. Initiate a code rewrite after adoption of the 
Comprehensive Plan, including an ADU ordinance (for 
rental income), and Neighborhood Plans.  

4. Strong Connections: 
a. Increase multimodal access between parks urban spaces 

and corridors. 
5. Unique Urban Places: none identified 
6. Thriving Economy: 

a. Adapt zoning to reflect future Neighborhood Plans. 
b. Expand downtown development and activity east-west of 

Tejon. 
b. Group B: Merv Bennett, Susan Davies, Josh Green, Jim Raughton, Jeffrey 

Markewich 
i. Prioritized big ideas: 

1. Majestic Landscapes: 
a. Optimize sustainable, recreational access to Pikes Peak 

National Forest. 
b. Ensure adequate funding for parks, recreation and open 

space, as they are a valid economic driver.  
2. Renowned Culture:  

a. Integrate history and the environment throughout the 
entire educational system. 

3. Vibrant Neighborhoods: none identified 
4. Strong Connections: 

a. Connect jobs and training opportunities to where people 
live and/or need them. 

b. Prioritize east-west access. 
5. Unique Urban Places:  

a. Emphasize place making and connectivity to 
neighborhoods (i.e. museums, fine arts center, Legacy 
Loop, schools, and top of Pikes Peak). 

6. Thriving Economy: 
a. Pursue the concept of the Smart City (including non-

traditional workspaces). 
b. Improve physical access to Denver. 
c. Leverage the unique community character as an 

economic driver. 
d. Modify the TABOR law. 

c. Group C: Kent Fortune, Hannah Parsons, Eric Phillips, Doug Stimple, Carl Smith 
i. Prioritized big ideas: 

1. Majestic Landscapes: none identified 
2. Renowned Culture: none identified 

a. Consolidate school districts. 
3. Vibrant Neighborhoods: none identified 
4. Strong Connections: 

a. Create an impact fee for the widening of I-25 from Pueblo 
to Fort Collins. 
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5. Unique Urban Places: none identified 
6. Thriving Economy: 

a. Eliminate local TABOR laws. 
b. Incorporate economy as the number one priority. 
c. Embrace Smart city initiatives. 
d. Create special districts for and/ or incentivize 

redevelopment in underdeveloped areas, including 
southeast COS. 

e. Support the military. 
f. Increase the LART and utilize it for economic and tourism 

development. 
 
Generally, the opportunities identified by SC members will help guide preliminary policy 
development.  

VII. Next Steps  
a. Big Ideas Meeting #2: As a group, the SC decided to hold a follow up meeting to 

further discuss some of the key big ideas and opportunities. The PlanCOS team 
will send out a Doodle poll of anticipated dates. 

b. Policy Audit 
If SC members are interested in giving additional feedback on policy direction, 
currently underway in the form of the Plan Audit, we would welcome feedback in 
identifying if existing policy language is still relevant and would need to be 
brought forward as well.  

c. SWOT + Key Opportunities 
d. Upcoming Events:  

i. SC members were encouraged to attend the two following events, and 
details will be forthcoming: 

1. El Pomar Emerging Leaders Event (anticipated June) 
2. Young Professionals Event (July 19, Library 21C) 

ii. CONO meetings 
iii. Boards and Commission updates 

VIII. Attachments: 
a. SpeakUp Survey #2 + Citizen Engagement Outreach Summary  
b. Sample Big Ideas  
c. Meeting PowerPoint Presentation 
d. Tallied SC Survey Results 


