
Virtual Community Meeting

Kick-off Meeting

June 9th, 2021

5:30 - 7:00 pm



Welcome

2



Project Team | Introductions

Dan Krueger, City of 
Colorado Springs

Aaron Egbert, City of 
Colorado Springs

Ted Ritschard, 
Felsburg Holt & Ullevig

(FHU)

Kelly Leadbetter,
Felsburg Holt & Ullevig

(FHU)

Angela Jo Woolcott, 
Kearns & West (K&W)

Zach Barr, 
Kearns & West (K&W) 

Sarah Franklin, 
Kearns & West (K&W)

Anna Laybourn, 
Design Workshop

Marianne Stuck, 
Design Workshop

Amy Garinger, 
Kimley-Horn 

Eric Gunderson, 
Kimley-Horn 
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Orientation
Meeting Reminders Meeting Instructions

• Participants are muted
• Poll Everywhere
• Map-based Tool Demo
• Comment card
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Meeting Purpose
• Start a conversation about Platte Avenue

• Develop a common understanding of the project

• Hear from those that live, work, and play about corridor conditions and 
challenges

• Share ways to continue to engage and stay involved

5



Agenda
1. Welcome

• Introductions and Orientation
• Meeting Purpose

2. Project Overview
• Schedule
• Goal Framework
• Initial Corridor Analysis
• Character Areas and Challenges

3. Poll Everywhere

4. Preview the Project Website and Map-based Tool

5. Q&A and Closing Remarks
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Participation Guidelines

• Be collaborative and provide productive ideas and feedback to the team to 
help the study be successful

• Respect the ideas of others 

• Engage in whatever capacity you feel comfortable
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Project Milestones
• Project Kickoff

• Community Advisory Committee 
• Public Outreach Kickoff (June)

• Corridor Analysis
• Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Challenges

• Solutions and Alternatives Drafting
• Solutions Comparison
• Project Identification and Costing
• Program Development and Refinement
• Final Plan

Ongoing Public 
Involvement and 

Stakeholder 
Engagement
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Poll Everywhere Instructions 

• To participate on PollEverywhere via your browser or mobile device 
please click or type in this link: https://pollev.com/kwpoll1

• To participate on PollEverywhere via text message please text kwpoll1 to 
22333

• You will provide your answers to the questions asked when prompted.

• For answers to the polls listed below, please reference the meeting 
summary posted on the project website: 
ColoradoSprings.gov/PlatteAveCorridor
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Test Poll

• How did you hear about the community meeting?
• Social media
• Project website
• Newspaper or conventional media
• Bus advertisement
• Meeting Flyer
• Neighbor or word-of-mouth
• Other
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Project Overview
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Platte Ave & ConnectCOS
• ConnectCOS is a Citywide Transportation Master Plan

• Support implementation of Community Goals identified 
in PlanCOS

• Synthesize past and current plans
• Support and guide future plans

• Identified Platte Avenue as a “critical corridor”

COS Bikes!
2045 Regional Transit Plan

Moving Forward 2045
Park System Master Plan

Regional

Mode Specific Neighborhood & Corridor
Experience Downtown
Renew North Nevada
Ivywild Neighborhood

Midland Corridor
Platte Avenue

Policy Plans
Complete Streets Policy Framework

RetoolCOS
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ConnectCOS Goal Framework

• Create a transportation system that is more:
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Study Requirements
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What is a Corridor?

• The area context and potential paths for travel that connect destinations

• Not just a single roadway

A B
Major Roadway

Transit Route
Trail

Adjacent Network
Context

Context
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Corridor Overview
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Downtown and Middle Shooks Run

Indirect 
access to 

I-25

Bridges are in 
poor condition

Shooks Run 
Trail is highly 

used

Nearly complete 
sidewalk network

Pikes Peak 
Greenway Trail

Significant bicycling activity 
along Boulder Street

Downtown 
walkability
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Knob Hill Area

Emergency 
response and 

travel reliability 
to the hospital

Missing 
sidewalks

Retail 
destinations

Traffic delays 
at intersection

Higher percentage of 
households without 

a vehicles

Business and 
arts
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Citadel Mall and Academy Boulevard Area

Major 
transit 

hub
Citadel Mall and 

surrounding retail

Frontage 
roads

Higher speeds and 
wider travel lanes

Crossing Platte 
Avenue is 

challenging
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Eastern Corridor and Powers Boulevard Area

Peterson 
Air Force 

Base

Sand Creek 
and future 

trail corridor

Frontage roads 
and business 

access Higher speeds and 
wider travel lanes

Power Boulevard 
interchange

Airport 
connections

Future 
growth
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Corridor Data Trends: Economics 

Growth Rates 

0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0

Corridor 2010

Corridor 2020

City 2020

County 2020

c

0.47%

1.35%

1.42%

1.58%

Slower population growth when 
omparted to the City and County
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Corridor Data Trends - Economics

Limited development of new 
housing within the corridor.

No new multi-family development 
within the last 10 years. 

Colorado Springs 
median year 
built: 1978

El Paso County 
median year 
built: 1986
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Corridor Data Trends: Demographics   

Population that makes less than 25K yearly

• Highest percentage (46%) located in Downtown Segment

• Lowest percentage (29%) located in West Central
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Corridor Data Trends: Demographics   

Percentage of Renters

• Highest percentage (>81%) located in Eastern and Western Sections

Percentage of Owners

• Highest percentage (46%) located in West Central
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What We've Heard to Date

High level themes from workshops, small-group discussions, and one on one 
interviews:

• Platte Avenue is poised for a multimodal transformation that better serves the surrounding 
neighborhoods

• The corridor is a gateway corridor to many destinations, but the current character is 
unwelcoming and not a good first impression

• The corridor is a key transit route that functions reasonably well and experiences high ridership

• There is a desire to walk and bike in the adjacent neighborhoods but crossing Platte Avenue 
presents significant challenges

• Accessing I-25 from Platte Avenue is difficult for all modes, including bikes

• The City has received feedback that living directly on Platte Avenue compromises their quality 
of life because of the traffic, inability to cross the street, and noise
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Stakeholder Priorities – What we’ve heard to date

Understanding Function & Identity
 Stakeholders voiced a need to understand 

how the current transportation system 
contributes to the City and communities’ 
broader mobility goals. 

 Establishing the corridor as a multi-modal 
gateway to other destinations could 
strengthen the overall feel, character, and 
experience.

Accessibility
• Study area is home to a diversity of people 

of all ages and abilities including families, 
college students, retirees, paralympic
athletes, and those living with limited 
mobility as well as veterans and active 
military. 

• A key challenge is the lack of consistent 
accessible infrastructure, such as safe 
crossings and intersections, for all people.

Walkability & Safety
 Lack of safe and walkable connections along 

Platte Avenue. 
 Lack of curb cuts, sidewalks, cross walks, 

street lighting, as well as low visibility of 
signage and wayfinding. 

Transportation Choice
• Stakeholders want a variety of commuting 

options.
• They raised concerns about the 

dangerousness of biking along Platte.
• Stakeholders would like to see a more 

balanced roadway with additional travel 
options for people who do not own cars. 
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Stakeholder Priorities – Continued

Maintenance & Appearance
• Platte Avenue is viewed as a gateway to 

the city (especially traveling west into 
town from the airport) but the current 
character is carryover from the Highway 
24 days.

• Thus, it is missing an opportunity to make 
a good first impression. 

Celebrating and Preserving 
Neighborhood Character
• The neighborhoods along Platte Avenue have 

distinct characteristics. 
• Stakeholders commented that general 

recommendations may not fit all segments.
• Stakeholders value the existing character, 

cultural fabric, and historic architecture in these 
areas. 

Street Network & Connectivity
• Stakeholders commented on confusing 

traffic patterns and increased safety 
concerns especially at key intersections 
closer to Downtown and I-25. 

• There is a need for improved connectivity 
to adjacent major roadways to provide 
alternate routes for car travel and 
opportunity for added transit options. 

How Community Growth Impacts the 
Study Area
• Stakeholders commented on the need to 

consider the various uses along Platte Avenue, 
such as planned development in and outside 
the corridor.

• There is interest in commercial zones near 
downtown in the form of restaurants and retail, 
and a broad range of housing/residential areas. 
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Poll Everywhere
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Poll Everywhere Instructions 

• To participate on PollEverywhere via your browser or mobile device 
please click or type in this link: https://pollev.com/kwpoll1

• To participate on PollEverywhere via text message please text kwpoll1 to 
22333

• You will provide your answers to the questions asked when prompted.

• For answers to the polls listed below, please reference the meeting 
summary posted on the project website: 
ColoradoSprings.gov/PlatteAveCorridor
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https://coloradosprings.gov/project/platte-avenue-corridor-study


Poll Question 1

• How often do you travel the Platte Avenue?
• Daily
• Monthly
• Rarely
• Never
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Poll Question 2

• What is your preferred mode of travel in/along Platte Avenue?
• Walking
• Bicycling
• Transit
• Car or Motorcycle
• Other
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Poll Question 3

• How do you primarily use Platte Avenue?
• To get home
• To get to work
• To get to the airport
• To get to I-25
• To access downtown
• To access businesses and retail
• To access services (social, health or childcare, etc.)
• All of the above
• I don’t typically use Platte Avenue
• Other
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Poll Question 4

• If you do use Platte Avenue, what is your most frequent destination?
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Poll Question 5

• What type of road would you describe Platte Avenue to be most like?
• A residential neighborhood street
• A major thoroughfare for east-west travel
• State Highway 24
• A regional connection
• A gateway for the City of Colorado Springs
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Poll Question 6

• What is one word that best describes the Platte Avenue? 

35



Poll Question 7

• What is currently challenging with Platte Avenue? Answer all that apply.
• Crossing Platte Avenue (North/South)
• Traffic along the corridor (East/West)
• Access to businesses
• Lack of sidewalks
• Lack of bicycle facilities
• Travel speeds
• Accessing transit
• Other
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Poll Question 8

• What do you like most about Platte Avenue?
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Poll Question 9

• What is your favorite activity to do along the Platte Avenue? 
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Poll Question 10

• What would you like to see changed as a result of this study? 
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Website and Map-based Tool 
Preview
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Q&A
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Next Steps
Project Contact Information:

City of Colorado Springs Public Works Department

(719) 385-5908

Info@PlatteAveStudy.com

ColoradoSprings.gov/PlatteAveCorridor
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Thank You!
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